AFTER  MOTHER  INDIA

a British Y.M.C.A. official, is contained in a document
addressed to a prominent New Yorker and written
on the Association's official letterhead from its Calcutta
headquarters. Referring to the author of Mother India,
it reads :

. . . she is nothing but a paid propagandist for
a group of die-hards in England. ... I have
heard from very good authorities certain things
which bear this out, and the book itself is the
strongest evidence for it. . . Either Miss Mayo
is one of the most ignorant investigators, who have
ever set out on such a survey, or she is one of the
most clever and malicious propagandists that the
world has seen.

This same writer interviewed Miss Mona Bose, prin-
cipal of the Victoria School for girls, Lahore, one of
the Indian witnesses quoted in Mother India, and thus
reported his inquiry : 'I have consulted this lady and
find that a great many of the things printed in in-
verted commas were never spoken.'* Then after enter-
ing into details of the inaccuracies, he adds :

I have felt it necessary to deal with this rather
extensively because it is a case which I have been
able to investigate, and here we find an entire lack
of appreciation for strict accuracy. It is most
likely that in the innumerable quotations given
without names the same inaccuracy would be
found?

1 The original signed article appeared in The Indian Witness,
September 7th, 1927. It has been largely used in the replies ; for
instance, see Unhappy India, p. H ; K. Natarajan's Miss
Mother India, A Rejoinder, p. 98. 2 Ibid.
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